Accelerated Reader

Accelerated Reader at Oaks Park High School

“Our primary purpose is to accelerate learning for all children and adults, of all
ability levels and ethnic and social backgrounds, worldwide.”

- Mission Statement, Renaissance Learning UK
Why do we want students to read?
What are the benefits of reading for pleasure?

Children who say they enjoy reading for pleasure are more likely to score well on
reading assessments compared to pupils who said they enjoyed reading less
There is some evidence to show that reading for pleasure is a more important
determinant of children’s educational success than their family’s socio-economic
status

It can have a positive impact on pupils’” emotional and social behaviour

It can have a positive impact on text comprehension and grammar.

What works in improving independent reading?

An important factor in developing reading for pleasure is providing choice - choice
and interest are highly related

Parents and the home environment are essential to the early teaching of reading
and fostering a love of reading; children are more likely to continue to be readers
in homes where books and reading are valued

Reading for pleasure is strongly influenced by relationships between teachers and
children, and children and families.

What is Accelerated Reader?

Accelerated Reader (AR) is a really effective software tool used by an increasing
number of schools to foster reading growth. It encourages students to read
widely and independently whilst allowing staff to monitor progress and support
where necessary.

The programme is designed to work out a reading level (or STAR reading level) for
students at the start (by means of a STAR test, completed in Library lessons).
Students then read books within this level — all books in the library that are
registered with AR have a numbered label on the spine to help them recognise
books within their ‘zone’. Students take a quiz on the website after reading each



book to assess how well they understood it. Their STAR level is tested four times
in the academic year to see how they have progressed.

As well as being about promoting reading and academic achievement, AR is also
about enjoyment of reading and creating a real culture of reading at Oaks Park
High School.

Who takes part in AR at Oaks Park High School?
All students in year 7 and 8 take part.
When does AR start?

Year 7 students will begin AR in the first term, through Library lessons. Our school
Librarian will introduce and explain the programme and introduce STAR reading
levels, the concept of quizzing and independent reading expectations.

All year 7 students will take ‘quick reads’ before their first STAR Test, because we
do not have their independent reading ages. These ‘quick reads’ are to be read in
one week and then, once finished, recorded in their planners on page 17. The
students enjoy reading a wide variety of ‘quick reads’ and they also learn how to
use the library, look after the books, plan their own independent reading times
and how to record their book usage.

As soon as the Year 7 students complete their first Star Test (this will be
completed during their second library lesson), they will then take out larger, more
suitable books for their age range.

How often does reading take place?

Students are required to read independently every night for a minimum of twenty
minutes, this includes weekends and school holidays.

Of course, we encourage parents/guardians to encourage their children’s
independent reading home.

What can | do to ensure my son/daughter has a good reading routine?

Make it clear that the reading book is part of the student’s essential equipment
and is expected in their bags every day.

Reading is not a punishment but something we want to make fun and purposeful.
Remind your child to write down all completed books in their planner.
Encourage your child to read at home!

How is the library used in Accelerated Reader?



Students are encouraged to visit the library before and after school, as well as
break and lunch times. Year 7 and Year 8 students also have a Library lesson every
four weeks.

How and when should students change their books or take quizzes?

When their book is completed, they will need to pick a new book as well as take
their book quiz.

What about STAR tests?

STAR tests will take place four times per year. Students take them during Library
lessons. As soon as possible after the tests are over, the new reading levels will be
generated and the results will be given to their Form tutor and English teacher.
The students will need to write the results in their planner on page 16.



