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Winter Showcase Success!

On Thursday 4th December, our talented Performing Arts |
students took to the stage for our annual Winter Showcase. |
Performers from Years 7 to 13 shone brightly throughout the
evening.

Some of our Year 7 students bravely auditioned back in October,
eager to show off their musical skills, while others showcased
what they have been learning in their music and drama lessons,
extra-curricular activities, and instrumental tuition.

Every student performed beautifully, and they should be
incredibly proud of their achievements!

We can’t wait to see what they will share with us in the Summer
Term Arts Festival.
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Year 13 Parents’ Evening-Early Closure Plans

e The Year 13 Parents’ Evening will take place on Thursday 11th December 2025
e School will finish early to support our staff to set up for the event
e Lessons 1 to 5 will run as scheduled below:

8.20am-2.10am Period 1 (40 mins)

EARLY

CLOSURE

' NOTICE

2.50am-10.30am

10.30am-10.50am Break (20 mins)

Lunch (40 mins)
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Year 13 Parents’ Evening-Early Closure Plans

Break time food service will operate as normal
Lunch time will take place between 12.10pm and 12.45pm
Sixth Form students will be dismissed at 12.10pm
At the end of lunch all students will line up in their zones and will be dismissed in
a staggered way as follows;
e Students will be dismissed in a staggered way as follows

5> Yr7 &8-12.40pm

o Yr9&10-12.45pm

Yr 11-12.50pm

e Students should use this extra time to ensure they are up-to-date with
their homework
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Last Day of Term & Early Closure Plans-Dec 2025

The last day of term (Thursday 18.12.2025) will be

amended as follows:
e Period 1: 8.30am-9.30am ;
o Period 2: 9.30am-10.30am A
e Break: 10:30am-11.00am-Extended food service NOTICE
e Period 3: 11.00am-12.00pm-Tutor Time -
¢ Dismissal:

o 12.00pm-Lower School
o 12.05pm-Middie School
o 12.10pm-Upper School
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Lost Boys Report - What Parents Need know

This years report, Lost Boys by the Centre for
Social Justice, reveals worrying trends affecting
boys and young men in Britain. Here’s what parents
and carers should be aware of:

Key Facts: Why It Matters:

* Boys consistently lag behind girls e Millions of boys lack
in school and higher education positive male role
Since the pandemic, 16-24-year- models, especially in
old boys not in education, broken families.
employment, or training (NEET) Boys from poorer
rose by 40%, compared to 7% for backgrounds and certain
girls ethnic groups are at
Young men are now earning less higher risk of falling
than their female peers, even with behind.
university degrees e These trends affect their
Boys are more drawn to education, careers, and
conservative or traditionalist views, social development.
while girls lean progressive
Half of young men feel the media
portrays men as ‘a bit pathetic’.

What Parents Can Do:

Encourage learning, resilience, and open discussion at home.
Provide positive male role models where possible.
Stay informed about programmes and resources supporting
boys’ wellbeing and education.
Support your son’s interests and strengths, even if they differ
from your own.

Awareness is the first step. Supporting our boys today helps them thrive tomorrow.
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Word of the Week

Orthoepy

Quote of the Week

“I like to be against the

odds.
noun | never stop looking for
. things
Definition: to try and make myself
The study of correct better
or It's not the name that
accepted makes
pronunciation. the player, it's the
layer.”

In a sentence: Py
_Theactors Billy Bonds
impeccable orthoepy West Ham United

made the Captain

Shakespeare 1946—2025

dialogue
easy to understand.”
Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday
15th Dec 16th Dec 17th Dec 18th Dec 19th Dec

Week 1
Last day of Term
Early Finish

Y12 PPExams end. School shut

www.oakspark.co.uk
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Year 10 and 11 KS4 Performances.

The Globe Players came to Oaks Park in November to perform the GCSE
plays, Macbeth to Year 10s and An Inspector Calls to Year 11s.

Middle School students in Year 10 watched Macbeth for the first time, the
canonical Shakespeare play that students have been studying this term.
The Year 11s watched An Inspector Calls: it included key scenes from the
play and explanations of how the characters engage with themes and
dramatic conventions throughout, reminding students of the valuable
knowledge and understanding of the play for their exams.

We hope this experience was enjoyable and look forward to creating more
opportunities for students to engage with their GCSE texts on an
extracurricular level.
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Economics in Action 3rd December 2025

A Level Economics students
¢ recently attended the Economics in
' Action conference at the Emmanuel
Centre in London, where they heard
from leading economists and
industry experts such as former
Chief Economist of Lloyds Bank Dr
Trevor Williams and behavioural
~ economics expert Dr Rebbeca
McDonald Professor of Economics
at Birmingham University, amongst
others.

a= Sessions covered careers in
~—, economics, climate-focused

Il investing, innovation in business,
| behavioural decision-making, exam
| tips and tricks and an assessment
- of the current UK economic outlook.

It was an inspiring and informative
lday that broadened students’
' understanding of real-world
rﬁfl economics and future career
= pathways.
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Year 8 Big Ideas Workshop — A Celebration of
Creativity

On 20th and 21st November 2025, Year 8 patrticipated in our annual Big
Ideas Workshop, a highlight of the school year that encourages students to
think creatively, work collaboratively, and explore ambitious solutions to
real-world challenges. Across the two days, each form group spent time in
the main hall designing project concepts, refining ideas through discussion,
and sharing their early thinking with staff and peers.

Students demonstrated excellent teamwork, imagination, and resilience as
they developed proposals ranging from community-focused initiatives to
innovative products and environmental solutions. Staff were extremely
impressed by the energy and commitment shown throughout the workshop.

We're excited to see how these early concepts evolve as students continue
to build on their ideas in the coming weeks.
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There are lots of ways parents can support students with their education at home. In each
edition of the Oaks Park Newsletter, we will try to provide some useful information to help
you help them.

Parent tips: Action Against Domestic Abuse 2025

Domestic abuse is any type of controlling, coercive, threatening behaviour,
violence or abuse between people who are, or who have been in a -« '\.‘
relationship, regardless of gender or sexuality. This week, we have been
learning about the different kinds of domestic abuse and its impacts. 'i
Domestic abuse always has an impact on children. If you are worried %
about someone, you don’t need to have all the answers. You can listen DOMLS] |c
without judgment, reassure them that the abuse is not their fault, and

encourage them to seek specialist support. Avoid confronting the person gmg
8 B

causing harm, as this could increase risk.

What can you do?

Women's Ald: Provides shelter, advice, and resources. Website:
womensaid.org.uk

Mational Domestic Abuse Helpline; Free 24-hour helpline offering
confidential advice at 0808 2000 247,

MankKind Initiative: Support for male victims of domestic abuse. Website:
mankind.org.uk

Refuge: Offers safe accommodations for survivers and advice. Website:

refuge,org. uk
Support in School

Students can talk to their form tutor, Pastoral Leader, Student Servic
form, or any other trusted adult if they have any concerns they want to

www.oakspark.co.uk




