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We’re kicking off this week with the exciting news that our Disneyland Paris
2025 trip was a huge success! From a magical River Seine cruise to two
unforgettable days in the park, our students had an experience they’ll never
forget.

It's also been a buzzing week across Oaks Park — a politics conference, a
brilliant GCSE Music recital, a biomes adventure at Kew Gardens, and a
competitive table tennis tournament kept our students busy and inspired.
We also marked Children in Need with fantastic energy, raising £319.78 — a
big well done to everyone involved!

Explore all the highlights inside, and get ready for our upcoming Winter
Showcase!

www.oakspark.co.uk
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Oaks Park Disneyland Paris Trip 2025

We are delighted to share that the Oaks
Park Disneyland Trip 2025 was a huge
success! From start to finish, the experience
was filled with excitement, learning and
unforgettable memories for our students.

A massive thank you to the dedicated Oaks
Park staff who made this incredible
adventure possible. From months of
meticulous planning to guiding 150 students
safely across borders, every moment of this
trip was made possible through your hard
work, care and countless hours behind the
scenes.

This year’s trip also marked an amazing new
accomplishment for Oaks Park — our
students enjoyed a beautiful river cruise
along the River Seine, taking in Paris’ most
iconic landmarks from the water. It was a
magical highlight that added something truly
special to the experience.

We are also incredibly proud of our
remarkable students, whose behaviour,
enthusiasm and maturity were praised
throughout the journey. They represented
Oaks Park with pride, positivity and
outstanding conduct.

Thank you once again to every member of
staff and student involved for making this trip

such a memorable success.

www.oakspark.co.uk




Last Day of Term & Early Closure Plans-Dec 2025

The last day of term (Thursday 18.12.2025) will be
amended as follows:
Period 1: 8.30am-9.30am : ;
Period 2: 9.30am-10.30am Ao
Break: 10:30am-11.00am-Extended food service NOTICE
Period 3: 11.00am-12.00pm-Tutor Time ~
Dismissal:
o 12.00pm-Lower School
o 12.05pm-Middle School
o 12.10pm-Upper School
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Word of the Week

Quote of the Week

Laudable “Your future hasn't
adjective been written yet, no
one’s has.
Definition: Your future is
Deserving praise whatever
and commendation. you make it.
So make it a good
In a sentence: one.”
“The recycling
programme is
laudable, Doc Brown
but does it save Back to the Future
money?”
Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday
8th Dec 9th Dec 10th Dec 11th Dec 12th Dec

Week 2
Lower & Middle
School Interform

Competition

Week 2 Week 2
Y12 PPExams Start Drama Club
Performancel6:00
Y13 Parents’

Evening
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WINTER SHOWCASE

SHOW DATE | Thur4™ Dec [l MAINHALL [17:30

TICKETS COST
£4 AVAILABLE

VIA SCHOOL AR,
M o N EY OAKS PARK HIGH SCHOOL
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UAG6 Politics Conference - Thursday 20th November

Our Year 12 and Year 13 Politics students enjoyed a fantastic day at the
'Democracy in Crisis' Politics Conference at the Ursuline Academy llford.

They greatly enjoyed Wes Streeting discussing his political experience
and challenges and listened intently to contributions from panel
speakers including Jas Athwal, Baroness Uddin and Sam Griffiths.
Engaging lectures from Professor Iwan Morgan and Quentin Peel
offered students an inspiring taste of studying Politics at university.

The interactive sessions after lunch further encouraged them to explore
and debate the current state of democracy, with students demonstrating
excellent participation; Subhan and Mohammed asked thoughtful and
insightful questions throughout the day.

www.oakspark.co.uk




Guest Lecturer

Last week we were pleased to host llan
Kelman as a guest lecturer at Oaks Park,
as part of our lecture series. llan is a
Professor of Disasters and Health for the
Department of Risk and Disaster
Reduction at the University College
London (UCL). In his lecture Ilan
explored the idea that many disasters are
not natural and that humans can increase
the risk of disaster from hazards such as
earthquakes or volcanoes. He also
presented ideas for risk reduction, with a
focus on geography, science and
engineering. Our year 12 and 13
geographers study this topic as part of
their A Level course and they gained a
great deal from the presentation, with
many staying back to ask questions
afterwards.




OAKS PARK HIGH SCHOOL X @0aksParxkHIGHSCH

Supporting Students at Home

There are lots of ways parents can support students with their education at home. In each
edition of the Oaks Park Newsletter, we will try to provide some useful information to help
you help them.

Parent tips: World Philosophy Day

In our busy day-to-day lives, we rarely take the time out to think about philosophical
ideas, we sometimes think of them as being too unrelated to our ordinary lives.
Something that old men with long beards sit in comfortable armchairs thinking about. In
reality, philosophy is the love of knowledge, something we should be greatly encouraging
in our children! This week, we looked at what philosophy means and different
philosophical ways of thinking. We looked at philosophies such as Taoism, the idea of
living in harmony with the Tao (the “Way”) — the natural flow of the universe. We looked
at Stoicism, the idea that you can’t control what happens to you, only your attitude toward
it.

What can you do?

Humans have been seeking to understand life all throughout history, do some reading
and discover some of those different beliefs!

Children can have a hard time navigating different ideas around their beliefs,
encourage them to question things and be ready to offer them guidance.

Visit a place of worship (maybe one you have never been to before to see how their
beliefs are similar or different to your own)

www.oakspark.co.uk




GCSE Music St. Pancras Church
Lunchtime Recital Trip

This week GCSE Music
students from years 9-11 had
the opportunity to experience
live music as part of St.
Pancras Church lunchtime
recital series.

Students enjoyed ensemble
performances from the
Cordelia String Quartet as well
as solo acts including Rachel
Howie (flute) and Helena
Thomas (violin).

The  programme included
classical music from Mozart
and Beethoven right up to
modern experimental works
from Liza Lim.

Students were inspired by the
performance skills on display
and will be reflecting on how
they can apply the techniques
demonstrated into their own
pieces for GCSE component 1:
Performing.
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Year 7 Explore the World’s Biomes at Kew Gardens

Last week, our Year 7 students embarked on an exciting and enriching trip to Kew Gardens as
part of their Geography unit: ‘How is the world around us different?’. The visit offered pupils the
rare opportunity to step directly into different climates found across the globe, deepening their
understanding.

A highlight of the day was the visit to the Palm House, an iconic Victorian glasshouse designed to
recreate the hot, humid conditions of a tropical rainforest. As students walked through the canopy
and lush undergrowth, they were able to observe palms, vibrant tropical plants, and unique plant
species found across the globe. This immersive experience helped bring to life many of the
concepts they have been studying in class.

Students also explored the Princess of Wales Conservatory, a modern glasshouse divided into
multiple climate-controlled zones. Here, they encountered a remarkable range of biomes, from
arid desert environments with cacti and succulents to humid cloud forests filled with delicate
orchids and ferns. Moving from one zone to the next allowed pupils to compare how plants adapt
to contrasting conditions such as extreme heat, low water availability, or cooler, misty
atmospheres.

Throughout the trip, students demonstrated curiosity, enthusiasm, and excellent engagement.
Teachers were thrilled to see them making connections between the displays at Kew and their
classroom learning.

The visit not only expanded their knowledge of global biomes but also inspired a deeper
appreciation for the incredible diversity of our planet’s ecosystems.
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Year 7/8 Table Tennis Tournament Success

The hard work and commitment shown in table-tennis training has certainly paid off.
Our Year 7/8 table-tennis team took part in the district tournament at Caterham School
on Tuesday, competing against teams from ATAM, Beal and Caterham.

Each school selected a squad of eight players, who were then ranked and matched
against their counterparts from the other schools. Over the course of the tournament,
our students played an impressive 24 matches—winning 23 and drawing the remaining
match. Their exceptional performance meant that we finished as overall tournament
winners.

This outstanding result is a testament to the students’ dedication, both after school and
during lunchtime practice sessions. The healthy competition within the squad has
clearly helped them to progress and perform at their best. We are incredibly proud of
every student involved and hope they can carry this success into the next tournament.
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Year 13 Parents’ Evening-Early Closure Plans

e The Year 13 Parents’ Evening will take place on Thursday 11th December 2025
e School will finish early to support our staff to set up for the event
e Lessons 1 to 5 will run as scheduled below:

8.20am-2.10am Period 1 (40 mins)

EARLY

CLOSURE

' NOTICE

2.50am-10.30am

10.30am-10.50am Break (20 mins)

Lunch (40 mins)
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Year 13 Parents’ Evening-Early Closure Plans

Break time food service will operate as normal
Lunch time will take place between 12.10pm and 12.45pm
Sixth Form students will be dismissed at 12.10pm
At the end of lunch all students will line up in their zones and will be dismissed in
a staggered way as follows;
e Students will be dismissed in a staggered way as follows

5> Yr7 &8-12.40pm

o Yr9&10-12.45pm

Yr 11-12.50pm

e Students should use this extra time to ensure they are up-to-date with
their homework
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